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“ Sharing the Light of Christ”

Vacation Bible School

VBS is just around the corner and the
theme this year is western. Last
years evening program went very
well. I'would like to change it just a bit
this year. | would like to start on
Sunday evening, and go through
Thursday with the program on Friday.
On Sunday | would like to kick-off the
night with a dinner. Nothing fancy,
just hot dogs and chips and such. |
would love your feedback on this.

For this year's mission project the
children will be stuffing bears, one to
keep and one to give away. | need
some ideas on where we can send
these bears. Plus, a donation of $1
will help defray the cost of this
mission project.  Look for special

envelopes for this project. Be
watching bulletins for a list of supplies
| will be needing.

Of all the things needed are
VOLUNTEERS!! I'm looking for
individuals who will lead a group of
children from one station to the next;
to help children with crafts; to lead
children in games; and be a
storyteller. Everything will be laid out
for you. Please contact myself or
Julie Wagoner if you are interested.

Lora Roberson, VBS Coordinator
loracmc@ccrtc.com

As of the 27" this is what you see
when you drive by. The brickwork is
not quite half done because of the
rain, but it won't take long next week!

Sign Update

Within  probably a
couple of months our
new sign will arrive and
be installed. Thanks to
all of you who have

Inside the lights are up and working,
the hard flooring is finished (kitchen
and bathrooms), cabinetry is installed,
painting is done. Soon the furnace
will be installed, plumbing completed,
carpet laid, etc... and the new
parsonage will be complete.

Thanks to the building committee, the
trustees, finance committee and
Fulton Construction for all the hard
work that has gone into the project.

This is a home that the church can
really be proud of. It will serve future
pastors and families well for a long
time to come. We want our church to
be an appointment that any pastor is
thrilled to receive and this is a big step
in that direction.

You will love it when you see it.

contributed in any way community know of the  wonder about who we

toward this project. We  activities at our church  are — we will be able to

will be able to let the as they drive by. No tell them. Coming
longer will they have to  soon!
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e Thisnewdletter is
now on the web.




Pastor Paul's Place

What You Owe Your Church

A long time ago | heard someone say that there are 3 things every person in a church owes
the church: to say it up, to pay it up, and to pray it up. | have never been able to forget that.
This month | want to talk about the first one.

Every person in the church owes it to their church to "say it up." To tell about the good things
going on at your church. Get out the word. The church is all about "Good News." Telling
about a God who comes in Jesus to make everything new. Even the things that seem impos-
sible. It is up to us to put flesh on those words by the way we treat other people, by the way
we conduct ourselves, by the way we overcome adversity.

We all know it's easier sometimes to tell what is wrong. But | challenge you: never tell what is
wrong with your church or pastor in public. So much harm is done to a church by those who
criticize in public. Damage that takes years to undo.

When you say negative things about another person you are really telling more about yourself
than the other person.

A great example is national politics. We all know that neither political party likes the other.
But usually when the criticism is leveled there is nothing positive to offer in its place. 1 think |
understand that one group doesn't like the other group's approach to things - but for the life of
me | can't figure out what the critical group would do differently. So | learn more about the
critic, than the one being criticized.

Besides, to witness means to tell the Good News. Not to tell the bad news. If you are telling
the bad news, you are offering nothing to the person who so badly needs to hear a good word
about the Lord.

The world is desperate for the Good News we have to offer. But if we speak ill of our church,
they will never come to the church. If Christians conduct themselves that way - why would
those outside the church want anything to do with the church? Any church?

When good things are happening at your church, let it be known. When they aren't, be still -

and pray.
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We Have New E-Mail Addresses
Pastor Paul: pastorpaul @cloverdaleumc.net
Michelle: meverhart@cloverdaleumc.net

Julie: cumcchilddir @cloverdaleumc.net

'This Month
A ls 0“ “Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study” - Clara Long

1st - Andrew Monnett
5t - John Temple
8th - Kim Shrum
12t - Heather Gottula
Martha Jones
13t - Kelsey Wilson
14t - Lily Monnett
Nate Monnett
15t - Janessa Cole
16t - Kerman Goss
Dorothy Routt
18th - Russell Monnett
19t - Tim Everhart
22 - Nancy Fulton
24t - Patrick Hodnett
29t - Jennifer Williams
30t - Nick Hathorn

Clarence and | will be finishing our 34 week journey to
becoming Christ’s Disciples. This was a very intense Bible
study and stretched our time and knowledge. One thing
we did learn is that there is so much more to learn. It was a
challenge, but we stayed with it. We enjoyed getting
together with 6 other disciples and sharing out thoughts,
ideas and of course our snacks. This time was very precious
to us. We are so thankful for this time together. It was very
precious to us and we will miss Sunday evenings with them.
Reading about our Christian heritage and the individual
stories of those that have gone before us drew us closer to
the Lord. God’s people were just like us. Sometimes
making bad choices and drawing away from the Lord, but
coming back to Him and realizing how much we need the
Lord each and every day.

“What Disciple Means to Me”
by Michelle Everhart

This 34 week study of the bible was challenging, enlightening, and
yet, enjoyable. I learned so much of the history of God’s chosen
people, and how much we are like them. 1 was able for the first
time able to read Revelations, and halfway understand the
meanings behind it. Through this study, I drew closer in my walk
with the Lord. The friendships that | made with the other seven
disciples is something I will always cherish. I will miss our time of
studying and fellowshipping together. It seems like we just started
this journey together, and yet, the end is here.




OUR
prayer
COncerns

Melanie Wilkinson

April 1 - 29, 2007

Julia, grandmother of Steve Westell The Taylor University

Tom & Velma Goldsberry Sarah McDaniel, friend of Robin Merritt Youth Conference
Bobbi Petro Shelby Johnson, relative of Cathy Kirby
Robert Lyon, cousin of Vickie Parker
John Cradick, son of Alice Cradick

Bill Steele, brother of Jim Steele

Elvina Ray
Bob & Billie Guerrettaz

Nathan Bain
Jamie Cline Shelby Suzanne Laney & Family, relatives of Dwight Wood
Makayla Westell Rebecca, friend of Clarence & Clara Long (as of 4/25 mass not cancer-

ous, Thank you for all of your prayers)

Dewey Garrett Bob Mitchell, father of Janelle Cole

Samantha Shrum Sally Curren, relative of Vicki Matillo

Peggy Ford & Family Gerald Stewart, friend of Janice McCormick

Family of Shawn Watts Anita Alban, friend of Julie Wagoner (as of 4/17 off of life support, Thank

Nathan Banning you for all of your prayers!)

Vonda Wood John & Shawn, relatives of Linda Tyler

Carey McFadden David Williams, friend of Cathy Kirby

Dick Thompson Lee & Jenny Stuart, relatives of Michelle Everhart

John Jr & Abby Pattison ~ Nancy Corlew, relative of Linda Hathorn (as of 4/22, Praise God, it was not

. . a heart attack, Thank you for your prayers)
Janice McCormick

Pat Garrett
Phillip Merritt

Joby Spencer, student at Greencastle Middle School
Ron Riddle, friend of Shawn Watts
Bob, friend of Dwight & Janet Wood

Jean Rasmus, mother of Leah

A Friendly Reminder: the [J| Ehmen

weekly prayer list is located on Linda. Donna Westell's Aunt
the information table at the back '

of the sanctuary. Debbie & Roger Parrish,
relatives of Billie Guerrettaz
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If you would like the prayer list
emailed to you on Mondays, |If Everyone affected by the
please contact Michelle. Virginia Tech shooting on April 16th

Geography Lessons

Since being assigned back to Indiana to serve as Bishop here, | have been learning some new geography lessons about our state.
Even though I grew up in Indiana and have lived in this state most of my life, my travels around the state have helped me learn some
new geography lessons.

Here are a few basic facts:
Indiana is 270 miles long and 140 miles wide

Indiana is comprised of 35,870 square miles which makes it the 12" smallest state in the union (only Maine, South Carolina,
W.Virginia, Maryland, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Connecticut, Delaware, and Rhode Island are
smaller).

550 square miles of Indiana are covered by water (lakes and rivers).

The highest point in the state is Hoosier Hill in Franklin Township at 1,257 feet above sea level, and the lowest point is in Posey
County where the Wabash River flows into the Ohio River. Over all, the mean elevation in Indiana is 700 feet above sea level.

The state of Indiana, in terms of topography, is composed of three main regions: the Great Lakes Plains in the north, the Till Plains
in central Indiana and the Southern Plains and Lowlands in the south, the hilliest section of the state

The geographic center of Indiana is located in Westfield, just north of Indianapolis.

| have also been reminded about other facts about our Hoosier state, including the fact that Indiana was the first state to complete
its interstate system (although you can’t tell that by the continuing talk about extending 1-69 from Indianapolis to Evansville). The
city of Indianapolis and Marion County was the first major city in the US to move into a “Unigov” system of combining city and
county services, but that process is also still continuing with the most recent merger of the police departments and the sheriff’s
department. Indiana was one of the last states to move from a single-class to a multiple-class basketball tournament system
(something which [ still have mixed feelings about). Indiana has growing ethnic and immigrant populations, similar to most other
states, although | find that not many Anglo people in Indiana are fully aware of these changing demographics. Indiana is a
highly-churched state, although that percentage has been steadily dropping, until now most estimates agree that less than 50% of
Hoosiers belong to any religious organization and on any given Sunday less than 20% of the population actually attends worship
anywhere.

| am sharing these facts as a way of reminding myself and all of us — especially United Methodist clergy — that we are serving in a
mission field which requires us to study, learn, adapt, and discover how to be effective ministers of the Gospel. We clergy, and the
lay members of our churches, can’t just keep doing church like we always have. Being in ministry means we must know the current
facts about our mission field and not just rely upon frozen conceptions from our previous knowledge and experience.

| recently heard someone say that “itineracy” (our system of moving pastors to serve churches) is not about serial geography, or just
repeating our ministry in one location after another. No, being an itinerant clergy means being a missional pastor, one who learns
about each new mission field one serves, or even about the changing mission field if one stays for a long time in one  appointment.

Ministry is changing because the mission field — the people both inside and outside the church we are called to reach — is
changing. Change is not easy, it is just necessary if we are going to remain faithful.

From Bishop Michael J. Coyner
Indiana Area of the United Methodist Church

"Making a Difference ... in Indiana and around the world"




Compassion International

The Children’s Sunday School classes are sponsoring a child through
Compassion International with their weekly offerings. The child’s name is Carlos
Daniel Tine Ayala. He lives in Lataounga in Ecuador. He was born on April 28,
2000. Through sponsorship, Carlos is able to attend school and to be a part of the
weekly activities at the Los Corderitos Student Center. This center is established
through the combined efforts of a local church in Ecuador and Compassion
International. At the center, Carlos is provided any tutoring he may need, given a
safe place to play and socialize, provided with health care, taught good health
practices, and most important of all, he receives the gospel of Jesus through study
and worship. The family of a child sponsored through Compassion will also receive
instruction in health care and may receive food supplements if necessary. Each
child has only one sponsor and Compassion encourages a strong relationship
between the child and sponsor. Carlos’s family also receives support in the form of
health instruction and food supplements if necessary. Writing letters to Carlos is
an important activity for our Sunday school classes. Carlos and his family need to
know that he is not only supported financially but that he truly has a group of
people who care about them. He needs to be encouraged in his school work and
in his spiritual development. Please take time to read the letters which Carlos has
sent to the children. They are posted on a bulletin board in fellowship hall. Also,
please pray for Carlos and his family. He is praying for our children.

| would like to say thanks to everyone who helped make the
Easter egg hunt a success. Thanks for the Easter eggs, candy
__'3"- and cookies. And a special thanks to Laura Monnett, Alex
Swenson and Kendall Tarantino for helping me set up. It took
"W us over an hour to set up and it only took the kids 6 minutes to
4 find them, but their smiles were well worth it.
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{4 é"" Thanks, Julie Wagoner
| A special
thanks to ,l
Last Wednesday Nite Live Rita
Garrett

Summer break for the WNL classes will begin on
May 30" Make sure to look for further Lauraand I would like to thank Rita for the

announcements on when WNL will start up again.  generous gift she gave to the children this
Look for this date to be around the end of August  Easter. The children absolutely loved the

or the first on September. beanie babies. Thank you very much and God
Again the Last Wednesday Nite Live class will be  BIess you.

rd .
on Wed. May 237. Julie Wagoner and Laura Monnett.

Thanks Julie Wagoner

We are only a month away from completion of the new
parsonage. The painters will be done by the time you read

this and the flooring work will not be far behind. We will have a

house that we can all be very proud of. We will have a fifteen year

mortgage with a payment around $850.00 a month. Please start praying

about how you might be able to help get this mortgage paid off.

We are still short of our $9000.00 goal for the sign. If you have not donated yet, then |

would ask that you step up and help make this happen. We have decided to put stone

around the sign to make it look even better. John Pattison has recruited a friend that is willing
to donate his time to do the mason work. We should begin this project sometime in late May.

By the time you read this, we will have had another work day. We will have planted some new
bushes and cleaned out the landscaping beds to make way for river rock. Hopefully we will
have also installed new lights.

We are also going back to having someone clean the church. Getting folks to sign up to do the
task has been a challenging to say the least. We ask that everyone do their part and clean up
after yourself. If you have kids, then please make sure that they do the same. | would also ask
that we be more mindful of trash on the church grounds. Please help keep our church looking
nice. If you see trash on the way in or out of church, then please pick it up and put it in the
trash. If we all police up after ourselves then we would not have these issues to begin with.

| am sure that you, like me, are ready for warmer weather. We have lots of exciting things
happening and | hope that more will come. Please keep an open mind about all the projects
around the church and feel free to call me if you have any questions. God Bless and have a
wonderful day.

Steve Westell




May Preaching Themes

May 6 “In the Common Places”
Luke 24:13-27

In a fascinating story, a couple of early followers are heading away from Jerusalem on
Resurrection morning. Jesus appears to them, but they do not realize it is Jesus until they

stopped for breakfast. As he broke the bread for their meal, they suddenly realized who it was.

I invite you to think about where God is appearing to you in your ordinary daily life.

May 13 “Home Improvement”
John 13:31-35
Acts 11:1-18
Revelation 21:1-6

Mother’s Day

Jesus tells His followers to focus their life on loving Him and loving one another. Keeping that
central was vital to their survival. On this special family day, | want to encourage keeping
focused on the things that will help the family survive.

May 20 “It’s All About God”
John 14:23-29
Acts 16:9-15
Revelation 21:10, 22 — 22:5

Here’s an amazing story about how God worked in the life of a wealthy business woman,
brought her and Paul together out along a river going through town. Through their encounter,
her life and her entire home were changed forever. She found out that life is all about God.

May 27 “Keeping the Fire Alive” Pentecost Sunday
John 14:15-20
Acts 2:1-8
Romans 8:14-17

Pentecost is called the Birthday of the Church. On this day we will reflect on the importance of
the day and its compelling vision for the church, and challenge to the church.

Our Devoted Servants for May

First Service May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27

Nursery Laura Monnett Sherry Taylor Harve Wilson Jessica Fruend
Laura Monnett Carey McFadden

HECE Donna Westell

=0 Jm Steele

Commandments

Greeters Donna Terry Don & Kay Weaver  Ron & MarthaJones Helen Holmes

Karon Thompson Kathy Duncan

Ushers Liz & Cline Jensen Pat Steele Al & Joan Tucker Linda & Kent

Billie Guerrettaz Hathorn

Worship Leaders Ron Jones Karon Thompson Don Weaver Darwin Nelson
Second Service May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27
Nursery Denise Harbert Laura Monnett Donna Westell Mike Klindt
Holly Roberson Whitney Bond Megan Schwomeyer ~ Samantha Monnett
ABC’s Julie Wagoner
=N Karen Heavin
Commandments
Greeters Michelle Everhart Julie Goss TBA Nick Keefer
Peggy Ford Jamie Cottrell Alex Swenson
Ushers Brad & Andrea Charlie & Debbie TBA Keith Hathorn
Wilson Long Megan Schwomeyer
Worship Leaders Julie Goss Alex Swenson Lora Roberson Dwight Wood
Offering Counters | Julie Goss Cookie Hepfer Karon Thompson Harve Wilson
Trisha Hathorn Denise Harbert Jamie Cottrell Janet Wood




“A Timeto Pray”

All of us have been shocked by the senseless violence at
Virginia Tech University, and as the news stories unfold
there seems to be an unfolding horror in our hearts over
these killings. The fact that students, young people with
such a bright future ahead of them, are the victims —
surely that adds to our sense of grief and our sense of
horror. Such violence is al too common elsewhere in the
world, in places like Iraq and Darfur, but we in the United
States have been shocked once again with the reality of
the violence in our own society.

As pastors prepare to lead their congregations this
Sunday, there are many very helpful worship resources
and prayers available. Asalways our General Board of
Discipleship has worship helps, including specia prayers
for thistragedy. You can find those at www.gbod.org.

Another helpful site is The Text This Week which is
found at www.textweek.com It offers similar worship
aids for us as we all prepare this Sunday to worship, to
pray, and to make sense out of life in the midst of tragedy.

It seems that our culture and the news are bent upon
either understanding or revenge. We find in our home
that it helps just to turn off that news, because the endless coverage is not helpful and it only adds to the
sense of grief.

At such moments, it is not atime to “figure out what happened” or to get angry and look for quick
solutions. Rather it isatimeto pray. The Apostle Paul reminds us that there are timesin life when words
fail us and we don’'t even know how to pray. At such times, he promises, the Holy Spirit helps us to pray
“in ways that cannot be put into words’ (Romans 8:26). Thisissuch atime. Today and especially this
Sunday in our worship services, | invite you to be silent, to pray, and to allow the Spirit to speak for us.

from Bishop Michael J. Coyner
Indiana Area of the United Methodist Church
"Making a Difference ... in Indiana and around the world"

(Family reading)

I'd like to take this time to wish everyone a safe summer. With so many events going on and with
WNL winding down for the summer, Sunday mornings may seem to be a difficult time. I hope and
pray that your schedules will allow you the rest and peace that comes along with worship. But in
times when it is not possible to come to church, don't ever forget that you never lack the chance
of sharing and experiencing God's love. Take time each day to talk to him, take time out with your
friends, your family, your team and share His love with them, always use your best behavior and
show God's love through you.

I'd also like to remind all the kids to be careful this summer when playing outdoors, don't talk to
strangers, don't approach a stranger or their car even if they offer you something or say they are
looking for a pet. Wear your helmets when you ride a bike, skateboarding or roller skating (just to
name a few). Please don't give into peer pressure (parents may need to explain this word to your
child/children).

Always remember safety is important and so is your Spiritual well being.
May God Bless all of His precious children and keep them safe in his arms,

Love Julie Wagoner
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Frcnr‘ We will be meeting at Phyllis I can not express how wonderful it is to

Brown’s house on May 19" at
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The sign up sheet is in the
back of the Sanctuary, along with directions to her
house. 3's, 4's and 5's who are not in Kindergarten
must have a parent stay with them, everyone else can
drop off their child/children at Phyllis’s house at
11:00 a.m. and pick them up at 1:00 p.m. But anyone
is welcome to stay. If possible please have your
permission slips turned in by Sunday, May 13", if you
would like to bring your child’s/children’s permission
slip the day you bring your child that is fine, just please
contact me before hand so we can make sure we have
enough food.

Thank you, Julie Wagoner

see all of these Baptisms. To see God's
Love working in our young ones hearts
is so awesome. Congratulations to Chris
Gary, Makayla and Makenzie Westell,
Luke Everhart and Jordan Garrett. You
along with all of the kids in this church
are always in my prayers.

Love, Julie Wagoner




